
SHELLEY MCLEAN
WHISPERS AND TEMPESTS

25 FEBRUARY – 8 MARCH 2026

My work is a celebration of the Australian landscape — its vastness, moodiness, and quiet poetry. I’m drawn to the ever-
changing light, the shifting atmospheres, and the subtle details that reveal themselves when you pause and truly look. 

Being immersed in nature brings a deep sense of peace and awe, yet it is often juxtaposed with the untamed wildness 
of the landscape and the unpredictable energy of the weather, creating a fascinating tension between calm and 
powerful, gentle and fierce. 

In addition to light, colour, and form, I seek to portray this tension as well as non-visual experiences — particularly of 
sound, fragrance, emotional responses, and my sense of wonder in the natural world. 

Each work is an invitation for the viewer to move from mere observation of the colours and forms towards a 
reconnection with their own experiences of landscape, and through the artwork itself, towards new perceptions and 
deeper meanings.

I work with a range of mediums including soft pastels, acrylics and oils. Pastels remain my favourite medium as they 
allow me to create varying textures depending on the subject and the mood or effect I am trying to achieve. This is 
further influenced by the choice of surface — from textured fine-grit papers to smoother varieties —each enabling the 
gradual build-up of multiple layers, or subtle marks that allow the underlying surface to show through. 

The Edge of Stillness
soft pastel 
66.5 x 96cm / framed 89.5 x 119cm	 $4,800

Weathering the Storm
soft pastel 
51 x 71cm / framed 72 x 92cm	 $2,900

In Between
soft pastel 
71 x 51cm / framed 92 x 72cm	 $2,900

Gentle Awakening
soft pastel 
66.5 x 46cm / framed 87.5 x 67cm	 $2,800

Peace Like a River
soft pastel 
43.5 x 61cm / framed  64.5 x 82cm	 $2,700

The Sound of Refreshing
soft pastel 
51 x 36cm / framed 72 x 57cm	 $1,900 

Rippled Reflections
soft pastel 
43.5 x 31.5cm / framed 64.5 x 52.5cm	 $1,600
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